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In 2010 Shen NGO developed a 4-year project on the establishment of Pilot educational
demo center of organic agriculture which was submitted to the Coordination Committee
of Charity Projects of the RA Government and was qualified as benevolent. The
educational pilot demo center was founded in 2011 in Akung community, Kotayk marz on
a rented area of 7 ha.
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The goal of the project — promote safe farming aimed at conservation of soil and
water by the introduction of organic agriculture and new technologies in the
educational pilot demo center.

The establishment of the educational center pursues the following goals:

- Promote further development of organic agriculture in Armenia by increasing the variety
of organic products and the number of certified farm-households and by increasing public
awareness.

- Create an advisory center for the farmers of Armenia enriched with qualified specialists
and new technologies where seminars, hands-on training courses and private
consultations will be provided to the farmers for free and where they can find answers to
all their burning questions.

- Organize seed production of local valuable varieties of vegetable crops aimed at
preservation of the genetic resources of those crops.

- Amelioration of 7 ha of soil and improvement of the soil structure and fertility.

- Introduction of small-scale new and environmentally-friendly farming technologies and
equipment, as well as efficient irrigation water management systems.

- Creation of jobs for the inhabitants of Akunk promoting improvement of the social
conditions of the community.

- Establishment of a Social Development Foundation which will coordinate the farm
activity and bring together organic crop producers of Armenia, farmers, and other
organizations interested in the development of this field.
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The pilot educational demo center of organic agriculture will serve as an experimental
organic farm where small-scale new and environmentally-friendly technologies and
equipment for farming and efficient use of natural resources will be introduced and
tested. Organic farming is guided by the principles which are in-line with the environment.
Conservation of the biodiversity, efficient exploitation of the natural resources (earth,
water, air), usage of the solar energy make the fundamental principles of organic farming.
The main goal of the educational center is to create an advisory center for the farmers of
Armenia enriched with qualified specialists and new technologies where seminars,
hands-on training courses and private consultations will be provided to the farmers for
free and where they can find answers to all their burning questions.
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Description of the Problem and its Reasons

Soil degradation is viewed as a focal point considering the circumstance that with the
example of Akunk community of Kotayk marz we can raise all the issues which exist also
in the neighboring rural communities of Yerevan. Considering utilization of arable lands
as pastures as examples of soil degradation, the focus of the project has been “soil
degradation”. Another focus is “conservation of biodiversity” since importance is attached
to the preservation of the genetic resources of local crops and seed production.
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The area for the educational center was selected in Akunk considering several
circumstances:

- Farmers choose cattle breeding as an easier alternative to crop cultivation as a result of
which arable lands are used as pastures. Since land is limited the available pastures are
being over-grazed with all its negative consequences. The soil undergoes degradation,
becomes barren/desertified and exposed to erosion. The result is not only decline in
agricultural production, but also disqualification of soil resources.

- The market in Yerevan demands abundant and early harvest which provokes the
farmers to use chemical compounds of synthetic origin, pesticides, fertilizers and GMOs.
Intensive agricultural development ensures high yield and additional income, but at the
same time it leaves its negative and irreversible impact on the environment and the
consumer's health. The development of organic agriculture will help reduce the area of
land cultivated through intensive means and introduce new environmentally safe farming
system.

- Preservation of the genetic resources of local varieties of plants is also endangered.
Import of high-yield and disease-resistant varieties of crops and greenery has pushed
local varieties and populations out of production. The volumes of cultivation of local
varieties have reduced so much that seed plants are not engaged in large-scale seed
production. Nowadays organization of seed production of valuable local crops is needed
which will increase the qualitative value of the seed if produced organically.
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Shen NGO views the solution to the above-mentioned problems in the establishment of
the pilot educational demo center of organic agriculture. In the pilot educational demo
center small-scale organic farming will be conducted, as well as new and
environementally safe farming technologies and equipment will be exhibited and training
courses on methods of sustainable utilization of the natural resources will be held for the
farmers of Akunk community and seven marzes of Armenia.

www.shen.am
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